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About the Rural Urban Synthesis Society
The Rural Urban Synthesis Society (RUSS) is a Community Land Trust based 
in south-east London. We are an innovative volunteer-led organisation that has 
embarked on an exciting journey to build a sustainable community of self-
built, permanently affordable homes in Lewisham. We currently have a board of 
voluntary Trustees who meet every six weeks, and over 800 members.

Established in 2009 by four founding members in response to the London housing 
crisis, RUSS wrote to the Mayor of Lewisham in 2012 about the idea of a self-build 
project on the site of a disused school. We’ve now secured a 250-year lease with 
Lewisham Council to develop Church Grove into 33 affordable homes and we await 
the outcome of the planning application. 

Read more about RUSS on our website.

Trustee recruitment
In particular, RUSS is looking for trustees with ideas and enthusiasm to contribute to 
RUSS’s ongoing development.

We are committed to diversity and encourage applications from any sections of 
society underrepresented on the board (see our current Trustees here).

Should you wish to be a Trustee then please read the key responsibilities section 
below, which sets out the skills, qualities and experience required of RUSS’s 
Trustees.

Key responsibilities 
The role of Trustee is to ensure that RUSS fulfils its charitable duties by delivering on 
our vision and guiding principles, at the same time ensuring compliance with our 
governing rulebook and legal and regulatory requirements. Trustees set the overall 
strategic direction of the organisation, monitoring performance against the business 
plan objectives to ensure an effective and sustainable organisation.

In addition to the statutory duties of a Trustee (see the Charity Commission website 
for more information), you will be expected to bring energy and commitment to help 
RUSS’s strategy and day-to-day operations. This will be flexible depending on your 
skills and experience, but might involve:

 Leading a project 
 Communicating with members

http://www.theruss.org/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/charity-trustee-whats-involved
https://www.theruss.org/about/russ-trustees/


 Fundraising (e.g. community fundraising events or writing funding 
applications)

 Attending community housing meetings
 Attending community events
 Helping to deliver training in the RUSS school of community-led housing
 Playing an ambassadorial role for RUSS or acting as an advocate at 

conferences and seminars
 Providing guidance on new initiatives and strategy
 Scrutiny of policies, management accounts, contracts and board papers
 Leading other areas of work in which you have special expertise.

All new Trustees will receive a full induction to the organisation.

Minimum time commitment
Whilst we’ll aim to tailor your involvement around your capacity and availability, you 
must be available to commit to attending the majority of board meetings (which take 
place every six weeks), board ‘away days’ (max two per year), and one community 
housing meeting each quarter. You’ll also need to undertake some tasks between 
meetings. Meetings are held during evenings and weekends and take place in a 
variety of venues across Lewisham (including the pioneering self-build development 
at Walters’ Way).

Renumeration 
There is no financial remuneration for Trustees, although reasonable travel expenses 
can be claimed.

How to apply
Email anurag@theruss.org telling us why you’re interested in becoming a Trustee 
and what you will bring to RUSS (in no more than 300 words). Please attach a copy 
of your most recent CV and include the names of two RUSS members who propose 
and second your application. The deadline is 2 June 2019. 

New Trustees will be appointed in line with RUSS’s governing document, at the 
annual AGM on 23 June 2019.

RUSS is a registered charity in England & Wales: XT18342 and an Industrial and 
Provident Society for the Benefit of the Community: 30624R 
www.theruss.org/about
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